Developmental changes in intestinal glucose transporter mRNA levels.
Developmental changes in glucose transporter mRNA levels in the jejunum of rats of different ages were examined by using slot blot RNA analysis. The level of SGLT1 mRNA did not change significantly through life. The GLUT5 mRNA level was highest in 10-day-old rats and then decreased reaching the adult level by day 20 after birth. The GLUT2 mRNA level was low in rats of 5 and 10 days old, but then increased progressively reaching the adult value by day 25 after birth. These results indicate that the expressions of intestinal facilitative glucose transporter genes change markedly in the third week after birth.